
A PLACE OF PRAYER | ACTS 16:6-40 
WAVE CHURCH SD  |  OCTOBER 24, 2021 

	
A HEALTHY FOLLOWER OF JESUS FOLLOWS AT JESUS’ PACE 

 
FOLLOWING AT JESUS’ PACE BEGINS AND ENDS  

WITH A PLACE OF PRAYER 
 

Luke	5:15-16	(ESV)		15	Yet	the	news	about	him	spread	all	the	more,	so	that	
crowds	of	people	came	to	hear	him	and	to	be	healed	of	their	sicknesses.	16	But	
Jesus	often	withdrew	to	lonely	places	and	prayed.	
 

THE JESUS WE FOLLOW IS AN UNHURRIED SAVIOR 
	
Acts	16:6-10	(ESV)		6	And	they	went	through	the	region	of	Phrygia	and	Galatia,	
having	been	forbidden	by	the	Holy	Spirit	to	speak	the	word	in	Asia.	7	And	when	
they	had	come	up	to	Mysia,	they	attempted	to	go	into	Bithynia,	but	the	Spirit	of	
Jesus	did	not	allow	them.	8	So,	passing	by	Mysia,	they	went	down	to	Troas.	9	And	a	
vision	appeared	to	Paul	in	the	night:	a	man	of	Macedonia	was	standing	there,	
urging	him	and	saying,	“Come	over	to	Macedonia	and	help	us.”	10	And	when	Paul	
had	seen	the	vision,	immediately	we	sought	to	go	on	into	Macedonia,	concluding	
that	God	had	called	us	to	preach	the	gospel	to	them.		

 
A PLACE OF PRAYER PREPARES US FOR LIFE’S UNEXPECTED TURNS 
 
Acts	16:11-15	(ESV)		11	So,	setting	sail	from	Troas,	we	made	a	direct	voyage	to	
Samothrace,	and	the	following	day	to	Neapolis,	12	and	from	there	to	Philippi,	
which	is	a	leading	city	of	the	district	of	Macedonia	and	a	Roman	colony.	We	
remained	in	this	city	some	days.	13	And	on	the	Sabbath	day	we	went	outside	the	
gate	to	the	riverside,	where	we	supposed	there	was	a	place	of	prayer,	and	we	sat	
down	and	spoke	to	the	women	who	had	come	together.	14	One	who	heard	us	was	a	
woman	named	Lydia,	from	the	city	of	Thyatira,	a	seller	of	purple	goods,	who	was	
a	worshiper	of	God.	The	Lord	opened	her	heart	to	pay	attention	to	what	was	said	
by	Paul.	15	And	after	she	was	baptized,	and	her	household	as	well,	she	urged	us,	
saying,	“If	you	have	judged	me	to	be	faithful	to	the	Lord,	come	to	my	house	and	
stay.”	And	she	prevailed	upon	us.		

	

A PLACE OF PRAYER PREPARES US TO LOVE UNEXPECTED PEOPLE 
 

“When it comes to our culture, faster is always better.  
When it comes to love, the same is not true.” 

An Unhurried Life, by Alan Fadling 

Acts	16:16-18	(ESV)		16	As	we	were	going	to	the	place	of	prayer,	we	were	met	by	
a	slave	girl	who	had	a	spirit	of	divination	and	brought	her	owners	much	gain	by	
fortune-telling.	17	She	followed	Paul	and	us,	crying	out,	“These	men	are	servants	of	
the	Most	High	God,	who	proclaim	to	you	the	way	of	salvation.”	18	And	this	she	kept	
doing	for	many	days.	Paul,	having	become	greatly	annoyed,	turned	and	said	to	
the	spirit,	“I	command	you	in	the	name	of	Jesus	Christ	to	come	out	of	her.”	And	it	
came	out	that	very	hour.		
 
A PLACE OF PRAYER PREPARES US TO FIGHT UNEXPECTED BATTLES  
 
Acts	16:19-25	(ESV)		19	But	when	her	owners	saw	that	their	hope	of	gain	was	
gone,	they	seized	Paul	and	Silas	and	dragged	them	into	the	marketplace	before	
the	rulers.	20	And	when	they	had	brought	them	to	the	magistrates,	they	said,	
“These	men	are	Jews,	and	they	are	disturbing	our	city.	21	They	advocate	customs	
that	are	not	lawful	for	us	as	Romans	to	accept	or	practice.”	22	The	crowd	joined	in	
attacking	them,	and	the	magistrates	tore	the	garments	off	them	and	gave	orders	
to	beat	them	with	rods.	23	And	when	they	had	inflicted	many	blows	upon	them,	
they	threw	them	into	prison,	ordering	the	jailer	to	keep	them	safely.	24	Having	
received	this	order,	he	put	them	into	the	inner	prison	and	fastened	their	feet	in	
the	stocks.	25	About	midnight	Paul	and	Silas	were	praying	and	singing	hymns	to	
God,	and	the	prisoners	were	listening	to	them,		
 

SPIRITUAL HEALTH IS NOT MEASURED BY OUR CIRCUMSTANCES,  

BUT BY HOW WE RESPOND TO OUR CIRCUMSTANCES. 

	
A PLACE OF PRAYER PREPARES US TO PRAISE GOD IN 

UNEXPECTED CIRCUMSTANCES 

	
Acts	16:26-34	(ESV)		26	and	suddenly	there	was	a	great	earthquake,	so	that	the	
foundations	of	the	prison	were	shaken.	And	immediately	all	the	doors	were	
opened,	and	everyone’s	bonds	were	unfastened.	27	When	the	jailer	woke	and	saw	
that	the	prison	doors	were	open,	he	drew	his	sword	and	was	about	to	kill	himself,	
supposing	that	the	prisoners	had	escaped.	28	But	Paul	cried	with	a	loud	voice,	“Do	
not	harm	yourself,	for	we	are	all	here.”	29	And	the	jailer	called	for	lights	and	
rushed	in,	and	trembling	with	fear	he	fell	down	before	Paul	and	Silas.	30	Then	he	
brought	them	out	and	said,	“Sirs,	what	must	I	do	to	be	saved?”	31	And	they	said,	
“Believe	in	the	Lord	Jesus,	and	you	will	be	saved,	you	and	your	household.”	32	And	
they	spoke	the	word	of	the	Lord	to	him	and	to	all	who	were	in	his	house.	33	And	he	
took	them	the	same	hour	of	the	night	and	washed	their	wounds;	and	he	was	
baptized	at	once,	he	and	all	his	family.	34	Then	he	brought	them	up	into	his	house	
and	set	food	before	them.	And	he	rejoiced	along	with	his	entire	household	that	he	
had	believed	in	God.		
	



	
A PLACE OF PRAYER PREPARES US TO STAY  

ENGAGED RATHER THEN RUN AND HIDE 
	
Acts	16:35-40	(ESV)		35	But	when	it	was	day,	the	magistrates	sent	the	police,	
saying,	“Let	those	men	go.”	36	And	the	jailer	reported	these	words	to	Paul,	saying,	
“The	magistrates	have	sent	to	let	you	go.	Therefore	come	out	now	and	go	in	
peace.”	37	But	Paul	said	to	them,	“They	have	beaten	us	publicly,	uncondemned,	
men	who	are	Roman	citizens,	and	have	thrown	us	into	prison;	and	do	they	now	
throw	us	out	secretly?	No!	Let	them	come	themselves	and	take	us	out.”	38	The	
police	reported	these	words	to	the	magistrates,	and	they	were	afraid	when	they	
heard	that	they	were	Roman	citizens.	39	So	they	came	and	apologized	to	them.	
And	they	took	them	out	and	asked	them	to	leave	the	city.	40	So	they	went	out	of	
the	prison	and	visited	Lydia.	And	when	they	had	seen	the	brothers,	they	
encouraged	them	and	departed.		
	
	
	
	

	

 CONNECT. 	
.	
WAVE WEEKLY NEWSLETTER	
Want	to	keep	up	with	all	that	is	going	on	at	Wave?	Simply	fill	out	your	
communication	card	and	write	‘Newsletter’	to	get	a	weekly	email	update		
from	Wave! 
 
 SERVE.	
. 
KIDS’ MINISTRY  |  VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES	
With	our	Kids’	Ministry	returning	to	in-person	meetings,	we	have	volunteer	
opportunities	to	serve	with	our	youth.	If	you	are	interested	in	helping	or	
finding	out	how	you	can	serve,	please	contact	info@wavechurchsd.com.	
	
SET-UP/TEAR-DOWN  |  VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES	
Moving	back	inside	the	auditorium	means	we	need	volunteers	for	our	Set-Up	
and	Tear-Down	Teams!	If	you	are	looking	for	a	way	to	serve	your	church	
family,	contact	info@wavechurchsd.com.		
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