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Psalm	23	(ESV)		
1	The	LORD	is	my	shepherd;	I	shall	not	want.		
2	He	makes	me	lie	down	in	green	pastures.	He	leads	me	beside	still	waters.		
3	He	restores	my	soul.	He	leads	me	in	paths	of	righteousness	for	his	name’s	sake.		
4	Even	though	I	walk	through	the	valley	of	the	shadow	of	death,	I	will	fear	no	evil,		
for	you	are	with	me;	your	rod	and	your	staff,	they	comfort	me.		
5	You	prepare	a	table	before	me	in	the	presence	of	my	enemies;		
you	anoint	my	head	with	oil;	my	cup	overflows.		
6	Surely	goodness	and	mercy	shall	follow	me	all	the	days	of	my	life,		
and	I	shall	dwell	in	the	house	of	the	LORD	forever.		
	
1	Samuel	17:34-37	(ESV)		34	Your	servant	used	to	keep	sheep	for	his	father.	And	
when	there	came	a	lion,	or	a	bear,	and	took	a	lamb	from	the	flock,	35	I	went	after	
him	and	struck	him	and	delivered	it	out	of	his	mouth.	And	if	he	arose	against	me,	I	
caught	him	by	his	beard	and	struck	him	and	killed	him.	36	Your	servant	has	struck	
down	both	lions	and	bears,	and	this	uncircumcised	Philistine	shall	be	like	one	of	
them,	for	he	has	defied	the	armies	of	the	living	God.”	37	And	David	said,	“The	LORD	
who	delivered	me	from	the	paw	of	the	lion	and	from	the	paw	of	the	bear	will	
deliver	me	from	the	hand	of	this	Philistine.”	And	Saul	said	to	David,	“Go,	and	the	
LORD	be	with	you!”	
	
	
The	Lord	is	my	shepherd	
	
	

THE QUALITY OF LIFE ENJOYED BY ANY FLOCK  

DEPENDS ENTIRELY ON THEIR SHEPHERD 

 
Ezekiel	34:1-6	(ESV)		The	word	of	the	LORD	came	to	me:	2	“Son	of	man,	prophesy	
against	the	shepherds	of	Israel;	prophesy,	and	say	to	them,	even	to	the	shepherds,	
Thus	says	the	Lord	GOD:	Ah,	shepherds	of	Israel	who	have	been	feeding	yourselves!	
Should	not	shepherds	feed	the	sheep?	3	You	eat	the	fat,	you	clothe	yourselves	with	
the	wool,	you	slaughter	the	fat	ones,	but	you	do	not	feed	the	sheep.	4	The	weak	you	
have	not	strengthened,	the	sick	you	have	not	healed,	the	injured	you	have	not	
bound	up,	the	strayed	you	have	not	brought	back,	the	lost	you	have	not	sought,	
and	with	force	and	harshness	you	have	ruled	them.	5	So	they	were	scattered,	
because	there	was	no	shepherd,	and	they	became	food	for	all	the	wild	beasts.	My	
sheep	were	scattered;	6	they	wandered	over	all	the	mountains	and	on	every	high	
hill.	My	sheep	were	scattered	over	all	the	face	of	the	earth,	with	none	to	search	or	
seek	for	them.	
	

Ezekiel	34:11-16	(ESV)		11	“For	thus	says	the	Lord	GOD:	Behold,	I,	I	myself	will	
search	for	my	sheep	and	will	seek	them	out.	12	As	a	shepherd	seeks	out	his	flock	
when	he	is	among	his	sheep	that	have	been	scattered,	so	will	I	seek	out	my	sheep,	
and	I	will	rescue	them	from	all	places	where	they	have	been	scattered	on	a	day	of	
clouds	and	thick	darkness.	13	And	I	will	bring	them	out	from	the	peoples	and	
gather	them	from	the	countries,	and	will	bring	them	into	their	own	land.	And	I	
will	feed	them	on	the	mountains	of	Israel,	by	the	ravines,	and	in	all	the	inhabited	
places	of	the	country.	14	I	will	feed	them	with	good	pasture,	and	on	the	mountain	
heights	of	Israel	shall	be	their	grazing	land.	There	they	shall	lie	down	in	good	
grazing	land,	and	on	rich	pasture	they	shall	feed	on	the	mountains	of	Israel.	15	I	
myself	will	be	the	shepherd	of	my	sheep,	and	I	myself	will	make	them	lie	down,	
declares	the	Lord	GOD.	16	I	will	seek	the	lost,	and	I	will	bring	back	the	strayed,	and	
I	will	bind	up	the	injured,	and	I	will	strengthen	the	weak,	and	the	fat	and	the	
strong	I	will	destroy.	I	will	feed	them	in	justice.	
	
John	10:11-14	(ESV)		11	I	am	the	good	shepherd.	The	good	shepherd	lays	down	
his	life	for	the	sheep.	12	He	who	is	a	hired	hand	and	not	a	shepherd,	who	does	not	
own	the	sheep,	sees	the	wolf	coming	and	leaves	the	sheep	and	flees,	and	the	wolf	
snatches	them	and	scatters	them.	13	He	flees	because	he	is	a	hired	hand	and	cares	
nothing	for	the	sheep.	14	I	am	the	good	shepherd. I	know	my	own	and	my	own	
know	me.		
	

WHEN JESUS IS YOUR SHEPHERD, HE KNOWS IT,  

AND YOU KNOW IT! 

  
The	Lord	is	MY	shepherd	
	

SHEEP ARE ADDED TO A FLOCK BY BEING  

BOUGHT OR BY BEING BORN 

 
1	Corinthians	6:20	(ESV)			for	you	were	bought	with	a	price.	So	glorify	God	in	
your	body.			

	
1	Peter	1:18-19	(NLT)		18	For	you	know	that	God	paid	a	ransom	to	save	you	
from	the	empty	life	you	inherited	from	your	ancestors.	And	it	was	not	paid	with	
mere	gold	or	silver,	which	lose	their	value.	19	It	was	the	precious	blood	of	Christ,	
the	sinless,	spotless	Lamb	of	God.	

	
Romans	8:31-39	(NLT)		31	What	shall	we	say	about	such	wonderful	things	as	
these?	If	God	is	for	us,	who	can	ever	be	against	us?	32	Since	he	did	not	spare	even	
his	own	Son	but	gave	him	up	for	us	all,	won’t	he	also	give	us	everything	else?	
33	Who	dares	accuse	us	whom	God	has	chosen	for	his	own?	No	one—for	God	
himself	has	given	us	right	standing	with	himself.	34	Who	then	will	condemn	us?	No	



one—for	Christ	Jesus	died	for	us	and	was	raised	to	life	for	us,	and	he	is	sitting	in	
the	place	of	honor	at	God’s	right	hand,	pleading	for	us.	35	Can	anything	ever	
separate	us	from	Christ’s	love?	Does	it	mean	he	no	longer	loves	us	if	we	have	
trouble	or	calamity,	or	are	persecuted,	or	hungry,	or	destitute,	or	in	danger,	or	
threatened	with	death?	36	(As	the	Scriptures	say,	“For	your	sake	we	are	killed	
every	day;	we	are	being	slaughtered	like	sheep.”)	37	No,	despite	all	these	things,	
overwhelming	victory	is	ours	through	Christ,	who	loved	us.	38	And	I	am	convinced	
that	nothing	can	ever	separate	us	from	God’s	love.	Neither	death	nor	life,	neither	
angels	nor	demons,	neither	our	fears	for	today	nor	our	worries	about	
tomorrow—not	even	the	powers	of	hell	can	separate	us	from	God’s	love.	39	No	
power	in	the	sky	above	or	in	the	earth	below—indeed,	nothing	in	all	creation		
will	ever	be	able	to	separate	us	from	the	love	of	God	that	is	revealed	in	Christ	
Jesus	our	Lord.		

	
MANY WANT JESUS TO BE THEIR SAVIOR,  

FEW WANT HIM TO BE THEIR LORD 

 
Isaiah	53:6	(NLT)		6	All	of	us,	like	sheep,	have	strayed	away.	We	have	left	God’s	

paths	to	follow	our	own.	Yet	the	LORD	laid	on	him	the	sins	of	us	all.		
	
Matthew	9:35-38	(ESV)	35	Jesus	traveled	through	all	the	towns	and	villages	of	
that	area,	teaching	in	the	synagogues	and	announcing	the	Good	News	about	the	
Kingdom.	And	he	healed	every	kind	of	disease	and	illness.	36	When	he	saw	the	
crowds,	he	had	compassion	on	them	because	they	were	confused	and	helpless,	like	
sheep	without	a	shepherd.	37	He	said	to	his	disciples,	“The	harvest	is	great,	but	the	
workers	are	few.	38	So	pray	to	the	Lord	who	is	in	charge	of	the	harvest;	ask	him	to	
send	more	workers	into	his	fields.”	
	
The	Lord	is	my	Shepherd	
	
	

THE SHEPHERD DWELLS WITH AND  

RELENTLESSLY CARES FOR THE FLOCK 

	
The	Lord	is	my	shepherd,	I	shall	not	want!		
 

EVERY SHEEP BEARS THE DISTINGUISHABLE  

MARK OF THEIR SHEPHERD 

 

Luke	9:23-25	(NLT)		23	Then	he	said	to	the	crowd,	“If	any	of	you	wants	to	be	my	
follower,	you	must	give	up	your	own	way,	take	up	your	cross	daily,	and	follow	me.	
24	If	you	try	to	hang	on	to	your	life,	you	will	lose	it.	But	if	you	give	up	your	life	for	
my	sake,	you	will	save	it.	25	And	what	do	you	benefit	if	you	gain	the	whole	world	
but	are	yourself	lost	or	destroyed?	

 
TWO MARKS OF A CROSS-SHAPED LIFE  
 

• I ACKNOWLEDGE THERE ARE DESIRES I HAVE THAT ONLY GOD 
CAN AND WILL FULFILL  

 
• I HAVE DECIDED TO NOT DESIRE ANYTHING OUTSIDE OF 

WHAT GOD DESIRES FOR ME 
 
A LIFE WITHOUT A SHEPHERD  
 
1  my ... I shall be in want. 
2  me ... me 
3  my soul ... me 
4  I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I will fear ... me ... me. 
5  me in the presence of my enemies ... my head ... my cup 
6  me all the days of my life ... I will dwell 
 


